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Water	scarcity	is	a	fact	of	life	around	the	world,	including	for	millions	of	people	
in	the	U.S.	Moreover,	projections	of	climate	change,	population	growths,	and	
economic	development	suggest	that	this	phenomenon	will	only	worsen.	One	
nation,	however,	has	weathered	and	overcome	the	shortages	– Israel.	This	
presentation	will	discuss	the	methods,	techniques,	and	approaches	to	water	
resources	that	have	enabled	Israel	to	survive	in	a	desert	environment,	and	
thrive	where	others	have	failed.	It	will	also	suggest	lessons	that	the	U.S.	and	
other	nations	might	take	from	Israel’s	experiences.
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Professor	 Gabriel	Eckstein	 is	currently	 a	Professor	 at	Texas	A&M	University	 School	 of	
Law	serving	on	 the	Graduate	Faculties	of	 the	Texas	A&M	Water Management	 &	
Hydrological	 Science	program	and	 the	Texas	A&M	Energy	 Institute.	 He	also	directs	 the	
consultancy International	 H2O	 Solutions,	 LLC ,	as well	as	the	non-profit International	
Water	Law	Project,	 serves	as	an	Associate	Editor	 for	Brill	Research	Perspectives:	
International	 Water	Law	and	on	 the Editorial	Board	of	the	 Journal	 of	Water	Law,	is	an	
executive	 board	 member	of	the	 International	 Association	 for	Water	Law,	and	serves	
as	a	counsel	with the	 law	firm	of	Sullivan	&	Worcester.	

Born	 in	Israel,	Eckstein	grew	up	 learning	about	Middle	 East	water	issues	from	his	
hydrogeologist father	and	chemist	mother.	 Later,	after	moving	 to	the	United	States,	
he	obtained	 a	bachelor’s	 degree	 in	Geology,	 a	master’s	degree	 in	International	 Affairs,	
and	 Juris	Doctor	 and	L.L.M.	degrees	 focused	 on	 International	 Environmental	 Law.


